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HONORING THE WORK OF MICHAEL 
WERNER 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Michael Werner, who was recently se-
lected as the first Innovative Teacher of the 
Year by the Center of Excellence for Aero-
space and Advanced Manufacturing for his ex-
traordinary work at Granite Falls High School. 

Since Mr. Werner began teaching at Granite 
Falls in 2007, he has been a pioneer for its 
STEM education programs. In addition to the 
classes he teaches, Mr. Werner has created 
an excellent manufacturing program for his 
students from the ground up. 

Mr. Werner’s teaching engages students by 
pushing them to apply materials learned in 
class to real-world projects and challenges. 
His dedication to preparing his students is im-
portant for the future of Washington state’s 
skilled workforce and manufacturing industries. 
Mr. Werner plans on introducing similar 
hands-on technical education in elementary 
schools to encourage an interest for engineer-
ing in our youngest students. 

In 2009, Mr. Werner began the Eco Car pro-
gram at Granite Falls High School. The pro-
gram challenges students to design and build 
extremely fuel-efficient cars for the Shell Eco- 
Marathon Americas competition. As a strong 
advocate for female participation in the histori-
cally male-dominated manufacturing and engi-
neering fields, Mr. Werner has created an all- 
girls team, ShopGirls, to compete in the com-
petition, as well as a coed team, UrbanAutos. 

I want to congratulate Michael Werner on 
his well-earned achievement, and I thank him 
for his commitment to building a better future 
for the students of Granite Falls High School. 

f 

SALUTING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ALPENFEST IN GAY-
LORD, MI 

HON. DAN BENISHEK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, I wish to sa-
lute the city of Gaylord, Michigan, on the occa-
sion of the 50th Alpenfest this year. Since 
1964, the Alpenfest has celebrated the city of 
Gaylord, its connection with the particle board 
industry, and the heritage of many of the re-
gion’s residents. 

The first Alpenfest (then called the Alpine 
Festival) was formulated in 1964, with the im-
minent location of a U.S. Plywood particle 
board plant in 1965. To celebrate this occa-
sion, as well as complete a goal of estab-
lishing an alpine look for Gaylord, the inau-
gural festival was set for July 5 through July 
10 of 1965. The festival was a great success 

despite no dedicated source of funding and 
the need to dress the town and the residents 
with alpine garb to complete the aesthetic for 
the festival. 

The Chamber of Commerce, along with 
many local businesses, civic associations, and 
citizens help to make this event possible every 
year. In addition to the transformation of Main 
Street in Gaylord, numerous activities are en-
joyed by all during the week, including the 
Alpenstrausse arts and crafts market, a car-
nival, the crowning of the Alpenfest queen, ac-
tivities for children, and the ‘‘World’s Largest 
Coffee Break.’’ This festival is one of the high-
lights of summer in Otsego County and North-
ern Michigan as a whole. 

As a final note, I wish to invite all Members 
of this body and all Americans to come to 
Northern Michigan and experience the natural 
beauty, great events such as Alpenfest, and 
friendly hospitality that make my home state 
one of the best places in the country to visit. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF GERMANY’S 
WORLD CUP VICTORY 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate our friends in Germany on an in-
credible victory in the World Cup final on Sun-
day. As Co-Chair of the German-American 
Caucus, I watched the game with great inter-
est. It was a truly deserved victory for the Ger-
many team in what has been an excellent 
tournament. 

I am certain that many Americans were as 
thrilled as I was by Germany’s outstanding 
performance in Brazil. Our two countries share 
important political, economic, and cultural 
links, with roughly 50 million Americans report-
ing some level of German ancestry. Hundreds 
of Americans have worked in the German 
Bundestag through the International Par-
liamentary Scholarship, and thousands of Ger-
mans and Americans have forged closer rela-
tionships through the Congress-Bundestag ex-
change program. No matter what challenges 
we have in the transatlantic relationship, im-
portant connections such as these will ensure 
that our great relationship continues for years 
to come. 

So, congratulations Germany! (‘‘herzlichen 
Glückwunsch Deutschland!’’). And I look for-
ward to the day when the United States and 
Germany meet in the World Cup finals. 

HONORING THE LAKE COUNTY 
CHAPTER OF THE LEAGUE OF 
UNITED LATIN AMERICAN CITI-
ZENS AND THE YOUTH COUNCIL 
FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING COM-
MITMENT TO THEIR LOCAL COM-
MUNITY 

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to rise today to honor the Lake County Chap-
ter of the League of United Latin American 
Citizens (LULAC). In particular, I would like to 
recognize the LULAC Lake County Youth 
Council for its efforts to mobilize fellow mem-
bers of the Waukegan community to clean up 
their streets. 

For more than 80 years, LULAC has helped 
enhance economic and educational opportuni-
ties for the U.S.’s Hispanic population, em-
powering Hispanic-Americans to become more 
active and influential citizens. LULAC ad-
vances these efforts by harnessing the pas-
sions of community leaders, who establish 
local chapters, such as LULAC Lake County in 
my district. 

In June, I had the privilege of joining mem-
bers of the LULAC Lake County Youth Council 
for a Day of Service in Waukegan. As a part 
of the ‘‘Operation Clean Up Waukegan’’ initia-
tive, the 11 youth members on the Council re-
cruited more than 50 volunteers from the 
Waukegan community to help clear brush and 
garbage from an overridden city alley, as well 
as paint over gang graffiti on a family’s ga-
rage. 

The enthusiasm and commitment to service 
displayed by the Youth Council members is 
truly an inspiration. I am so proud to see our 
youth taking an active role in their community, 
engaging their friends and neighbors in the ef-
fort to restore the damaged and neglected 
areas of their hometown. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ARNOLD 
PALMER MEDICAL CENTER 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, Ar-
nold Palmer Medical Center in Orlando, Flor-
ida has, once again, been recognized as one 
of the best children’s hospitals in the country 
by U.S. News & World Report. Arnold Palmer 
Medical Center, comprised of Arnold Palmer 
Hospital for Children and Winnie Palmer Hos-
pital for Women & Babies, was ranked by U.S. 
News & World Report in eight different spe-
cialties this year—the most they have ever re-
ceived. 

In 2007, U.S. News introduced the Best 
Children’s Hospitals rankings in order to help 
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families find the best medical care available 
for their children. These rankings include de-
tailed information about the hospitals’ perform-
ance and their reputation in the pediatric com-
munity. 

Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children is a 
world-class facility dedicated exclusively to the 
needs of children. The hospital provides ex-
pertise in pediatric specialties and is known for 
its excellence in cardiac care, neurology, or-
thopedics and sports medicine. 

Adjacently, the Winnie Palmer Hospital for 
Women & Babies is a 285-bed facility dedi-
cated to the care of women and babies. It is 
a national leader in neonatal intensive care 
and is highly regarded for providing com-
prehensive healthcare for women throughout 
all stages of life. 

Both of these institutions are Magnet-des-
ignated for their commitment to quality patient 
care, safety, research, and service excellence. 
Arnold Palmer Medical Center attributes its 
many accolades to the high level of care its 
medical team provides every day. I take com-
fort in knowing that the women and children of 
Central Florida have access to the nation’s 
best care close to home. It is my distinct 
pleasure to recognize Arnold Palmer Medical 
Center for their dedication to the Central Flor-
ida community. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR THE CHALDEAN 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION’S 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY AN-
NOUNCEMENT 

HON. KERRY L. BENTIVOLIO 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Mr. Speaker, I am writing 
to express my support for the Chaldean Com-
munity Foundation’s Funding Opportunity An-
nouncement (FOA). The continued work of 
this organization will improve our health care 
system and the lives of countless Americans. 

The Chaldean Community Foundation pro-
vides invaluable support to consumers navi-
gating our health care system and comparing 
insurance plans. Although our burgeoning def-
icit makes allocating funds one of the most dif-
ficult parts of my job, my decision to support 
the foundation’s grant request was an easy 
one. Millions of ordinary citizens need help 
avoiding obstacles that could impede their 
physical health and quality of life. Like you, 
the health and well-being of the American 
people is my top priority. With that solemn re-
sponsibility in mind, I am proud to reaffirm my 
support for the Chaldean Community Founda-
tion. 

Since my election to Congress, I have tire-
lessly advocated for fiscal responsibility. In ad-
dition to assisting consumers, the Chaldean 
Community Fund combats waste, fraud, and 
abuse in our health care system by providing 
desperately needed oversight. As baby 
boomers retire in ever greater numbers and 
life expectancy continues to rise, the need for 
organizations like the Chaldean Community 
Foundation will increase exponentially. I urge 
you to accept their request. 

CRS CENTENNIAL 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
as Ranking Member of the Legislative Branch 
Appropriations Subcommittee, it is my distinct 
pleasure to congratulate the diverse workforce 
of Congressional Research Service analysts, 
attorneys, information professionals and sup-
port staff on the 100th anniversary of CRS 
service to Congress. 

Since its creation in 1914, CRS has devel-
oped expertise and services to Members, 
committees, and congressional staff as a 
shared resource. From a handful of staff to to-
day’s nearly 600 employees, CRS is known 
for its unique role in serving Congress and 
bolstering our democracy. Congress expanded 
that role in 1946, after World War II, and in 
1970 to include close support for Members of 
Congress and committees. 

In recent years, CRS evolved as a forward 
thinking organization and provides products 
and services across multiple formats to facili-
tate and expedite the work that we do on be-
half of our constituents in Congress. We de-
pend on CRS expertise for confidential, au-
thoritative, objective, and nonpartisan research 
and analysis in assisting us in shaping legisla-
tion and addressing key regional, national and 
international issues that challenge us today in 
a complex world. 

I join my colleagues in recognizing CRS for 
its achievements on its centennial anniversary. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK SANFORD 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
for votes on Monday, July 14, 2014, due to 
Flight No. 844 being diverted to Richmond 
International Airport before landing into 
Reagan National Airport due to inclement 
weather. Had I been present, I would have 
voted in the following manner: 

H.R. 4195—The Federal Register Mod-
ernization Act—Vote: ‘‘yes.’’ 

H.R. 5029—The International Science and 
Technology Cooperation Act of 2014—Vote: 
‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,589,434,621,637.93. We’ve 
added $6,962,557,572,724.85 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on 
Friday, July 11, I missed a series of rollcall 
votes. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘nay’’ on No. 403 and ‘‘yea’’ on No. 404. 

On Monday, July 14, I missed a series of 
rollcall votes. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on No. 405 and No. 406. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIM HUELSKAMP 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Mr. Speaker, due to 
weather-related flight delays, I was unable to 
vote in the House on Monday, July 14, there-
fore I am not recorded as voting. Had I been 
present, I would have voted as follows: rollcall 
No. 405, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; and rollcall 
No. 406, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MANA’S 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BEN RAY LUJÁN 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor MANA, a Na-
tional Latina Organization, whose members 
will be in our nation’s Capital from July 24 to 
July 26, 2014, to celebrate its 40th anniver-
sary. 

MANA was founded in 1974 as the Mexican 
American Women’s National Association, as a 
national grassroots membership organization 
with chapters, individual members, and affili-
ates across the country. The organization has 
evolved to encompass Hispanic women from 
all ethnic and cultural backgrounds and is the 
oldest and largest Hispanic women’s organiza-
tion in the country. The MANA mission is to 
empower Latinas through leadership develop-
ment, community service, and advocacy. 

For 40 years, MANA has been a powerful 
voice for Latinas across the country to share 
their concerns, as well as their successes, as 
women, professionals, heads of households, 
educators, and trailblazers. Through its chap-
ters and affiliates, MANA’s expansive network 
has made the organization a leader for reach-
ing the Latino community at the grassroots 
level. Each local chapter is supported by the 
commitment of passionate volunteers who are 
dedicated to the educational, health, political, 
and economic advancement of Hispanics in 
their respective communities, implementing 
the shared mission and vision of the national 
MANA office, headquartered in Washington, 
DC. 

Throughout its rich history, MANA has es-
tablished a number of programs to fulfill the 
mission of the organization and empower 
Latinas from every walk of life. The 
AvanZamos Initiative is a national effort to pro-
vide leadership development for adult Latinas. 
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